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Let’s Set The Record Straight
 
I love the hipster generation. It offers a fresh and unique perspective on life. These hipsters are innovative. Did you know that some studies have reported this group makes up 23% of all millionaires?1 This statistic means that out of all millionaires, nearly one-quarter of them fall into the category we are dubbing the hipster generation. This is remarkable!
Hipsters have gotten a bad rap but I think that this crew is on to something. I have met many churchgoers who are writing this generation off. I firmly believe those who are doing so are making a grave mistake that will hurt them more than it hurts anyone else. You cannot shun what is being birthed just because it does not look exactly like what has already been seen. If we are going to outlive ourselves, we must embrace what is ahead of us rather than cling to what is behind us.
With that being said, there are some glaring issues in this emerging generation which we need to confront. Let me start by saying that we often fail to recognize the value of longevity. Sadly, most hipsters dismiss those who have been around the block a few times. Do you see the ignorance of this decision?
There is a reason that the seasoned saints often seem to be at war with the emerging Church. Most of them are not trying to be mean. They’re just using common sense. They see that hipsters have plenty of opinions, but they do not have the same life experience. Why would these seasoned saints let the hipsters hijack what they have fought so hard for? If you were in their shoes, would you not do the same? The fact is, both parties are wrong, but both parties are also right. Something has to shift. We are not enemies. We’re teammates. I think the first step in merging these two groups is confronting the most crippling issue of all—opinions.
 
The Formation of Faulty Opinions
What is the Church? If you were to ask ten random strangers this question, you would probably get ten very different answers. Do you know what the Church is? The true answer to this question has been hidden behind countless misconceptions—misconceptions that have been formed by those who have ditched the crowd and are now hanging out all alone in a tree like Zacchaeus.
These people are forming their opinions from an illegitimate perspective. Is it not interesting how those with the most opinions are typically those who are the least involved? The people who hate the Church the most are also the ones who do not go. I’m not saying all of their opinions are completely wrong. However, they are misinformed, which means that they cannot be completely accurate.
Sometimes to determine what something really is, you first need to determine what it is not. I want to share ten truths with those who are hanging out all alone in a tree. I hope to bring some clarity to some of the misconceptions that the hipster generation currently holds. The following are just a few simple reminders for those exiled from the crowd like Zacchaeus.
 
Here are ten things the Church is not:
 
	A business.
The Church does not exist to make money. This accusation is one of the most erroneous made about the Church. Though it takes money to operate, the goal of the Church is to see the Kingdom of God come to earth, not to tack on an extra buck or two. The Church is after you, not your money.

 
	A show.
The Church is not here to stimulate people with entertainment. You can sit on your couch and watch television if you want to be entertained. The Church does not exist to entertain the saints; it exists to equip them.

 
	A building.
At The Lift, Pastor Keith has made it clear to our community that the Church is more than just the four walls that surround us. Collectively, we make up the Temple that Christ calls home! Wherever we go, the Church is present.

 
	A club.
The Church is not a place where some fit and others do not. For those hiding in the trees because of the rejection they faced among the crowd, this point can be hard to believe. Do not let the pain that you have faced in the past keep you from the place you are called to be planted. You belong!

 
	A runway.
The Church is not a venue for people to parade their best while they hide their worst. We all have areas that are still under construction. Do not sweat over your blemishes. You belong as is.

 
	A courtroom. 
Though many have sadly operated this way, the Church was never meant to be a place of judgment and condemnation. The Church is not here to put people on trial. If you are guilty of playing judge, lay down the gavel. Zacchaeus, you are welcome here!

 
	A denomination. 
The Church is much more than the lines of division that have been drawn to segregate one another. Though I believe that we as the Church are a multifaceted body, made of many different parts, we are, nonetheless, one body. We are not competing with each other. We are one!

 
	A trend.
The Church is not here today, gone tomorrow. We have made it through the highest highs and the lowest lows. We are the one entity on earth that will last through all of eternity. 

 
	Perfect.
The Church is made up of people. Where there are people, there are problems. Since no person on earth is perfect, do not come expecting perfection. 

 
	An option.
Last and most importantly, if you are a Christian, being a part of a community of believers is not a choice, it is a command (See Acts 2:42 & Hebrews 10:25).

 
The Church Is . . .
Now that we have set the record straight on what the Church is not, let’s quickly look at what the Church is. We are a family. We are a place for everyone. You can come as you are, no matter how broken or messed up you may be. The real Church will love you too much to leave you in your mess. We are the expression of Jesus to our world. According to Ephesians 1:23 (NLT), “The Church is His body; it is made full and complete by Christ, who fills all things everywhere with Himself.” Friend, the Church is a place to belong.
I know what it’s like to be on the outside looking in. You really do feel as if you are seeing things clearly, but it’s a myth. From the tree, you have a tainted perspective. Faulty opinions are often formed from the lonely trees of isolation. If we are going to fix the misconceptions of the hipster generation, we have to get Zacchaeus out of the tree. Join me in the next chapter as we tackle how we are going to win back those whom we have driven away.
Jesus Isn’t A Hipster
I hope you have enjoyed this excerpt from my book, Jesus Isn’t A Hipster! Visit the link to grab your copy and to check out three more free eBooks—If I Were The Devil, A Church Made In Our Image, and The Great Controversy.
http://jesusisntahipster.calebpierce.org￼[image: ebook_ad_for_back_of_book.png]
 

1 Schroeder, Jules, “What Millennial Millionaires Know that the Rest of Us Don’t (Yet),” Forbes, (September 22, 2017). https://www.forbes.com/sites/julesschroeder/2017/09/22/what-millennial-millionaires-know-that-the-rest-of-us-dont-yet/#320f70613753
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