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A Church Made In Our Image
 
If you were to ask average Christians what they want in a church, what do you think they would say? Let’s start with what you would say. Stop and think about it. What are the key aspects you are looking for in a church?
Did you know that experts in church growth seminars are saying that one of the keys to growing a congregation is to ask this question? Many church growth gurus suggest that we survey our communities and then build the ministry around the wishes of the people.
To some, this plan may sound great. You may be one of those who are jumping into line to voice your opinion. However, I grew up in church. And I know that there is at least one thing sinners and saints both have in common: they both have opinions. Furthermore, they cannot wait for the first opportunity to tell others how they would do things differently. 
Of course, many love this fad of building the Church on the foundation of popular opinion. It sounds logical. This trend seems empowering. It gives all those who participate the opportunity to freely share their thoughts—ultimately helping to shape the Church. Within the right context, this collaboration can indeed be very beneficial. However, I think we are going about it all wrong. 
Just pause and ponder the following for a minute: we are seeking to build God’s idea—the Church—around the world’s desires. Do you see the glaring flaw in asking, “What do you want in a church?” What we want is not always what we need. Given the opportunity to choose, people often choose the wrong thing. History proves it.
In the book of Exodus, the children of Israel wanted to return to captivity after being supernaturally delivered from 400 years of slavery. 
In the first book of Samuel, God’s people decided that they did not like God’s way of directing things. They wanted to be like other nations. So, they demanded He give them a king, and they ended up with Saul, a king who became demonized.
Oh, and we dare not forget what got us into this whole mess in the first place! In Paradise, one choice threw humanity into a heap of trouble. Adam and Eve thought they knew better than God did.
People make faulty decisions because they have faulty reasoning. We put too much stock in ourselves. In light of this reality, isn’t it quite bizarre that we are asking people who are bound to make bad decisions to help shape the Church? Think about it; we do surveys and give questionnaires to the uncommitted in our communities to find out what they want in church. Then we attempt to create an environment based upon their wishes, when they do not even know what they need in the first place. It is like asking a child what he wants for dinner. Of course, he wants candy, but is that what he really needs? This process is crazy!
Why do the sick seek the wisdom of a physician? Why does a student seek to learn from his teacher? Why do the poor seek the resources of the rich? Because in each scenario, one group is missing what the other one has. So I must ask, “Why is the Church seeking what the world has to offer rather than the world seeking what the Church has to offer?
I hope that you’re starting to see how ludicrous it is that we are even asking the question, “What do you want in a church?” The reality is that every answer boils down to the same thing: we can’t ask people what they want in a church because they just want a church that looks like them.
 
One Truth Hipsters Are Missing
My wife Ali and I have had the honor of meeting and connecting with countless young adults. If we could communicate any single truth to these followers of Christ, without question we would tell them to get rooted and grounded within the local church. Sadly, when talking about this vital truth, we get the same illegitimate response time and time again: those we talk with explain why they just do not belong in any of the churches they have visited.
As they passionately share their thoughts on why they believe they do not belong anywhere, these individuals are often surprised when I interrupt them to ask, “Says who?” I want a legitimate answer. I really want them to think about the question. Who said they did not belong among God’s people? Who told them they did not fit? How did they come to their conclusion? It is actually quite simple. We’ve all done it. Most of the time, they arrived at such a belief because they based their “belonging” on superficial issues. They assumed that they could not possibly fit in with people who do not look like them, talk like them, or do life like them. Maybe you have felt the same way. 
Young saints, can I lovingly remind you of a few things that I share with all of those who try to convince me that they do not fit into the local church? Jesus is not a hipster. He does not wear skinny jeans. He does not have tats. He is not addicted to coffee. He has never taken a selfie. He is not looking for a church with lights and fog. He is not building a church that looks like you. This isn’t a bad thing; He’s not picking sides between “traditional” and “modern.” There should not be a divide in the Church between the young and the seasoned saints. The truth is that Jesus does not look like classical American Christianity either.
He does not dress like a businessman. He is not wearing a suit and tie. He is not looking for a church with pews and stained glass windows. Jesus loves the congregation where all the people wear suits and skirts just as much as He loves the congregation where everyone wears skinny jeans. One is no better than the other is. He is not at war with either congregation.
Here’s the point: God’s plan for the local church is often hindered by God’s people. We cannot execute His plan in our own way. It all boils down to the myth that many mistakenly believe—that God cannot be in anything that does not look like us. Friend, slow down and read this next part extra carefully. Please do not miss this point. God’s plan for the Church does not revolve around our preferences. 
Unlike us, He is not into fads. He is not trying to be trendy, and He is not building a club. He is expanding His family. We may be moved by the “styles” of our day, but Jesus is not. We cannot afford to let our differences bring division any longer. It is time that the hipsters sit next to the businessmen on Sundays; the young sit with the old; one race sits arm in arm with another.
Quit making excuses for why you do not “fit.” The people at the church you attend may not all look like you, but that does not dismiss your belonging. 
 
No More Division
To build a unified church, we have to go back to the original blueprint. Rather than seeking the input of humanity, we must turn our attention back to Heaven. We do not need to know what people are looking for in a church. We need to know what God is looking for.
Jesus is not coming back for a bride that looks like you; He is coming back for a bride that looks like Him. Do not let your differences bring division any longer. There is a Name that is above all styles and preferences, and He is looking for people from every tribe, tongue, and nation. He will continue to build His Church, in His image. So surrender your personal desires and preferences, stop trying to find a church that looks like you, and start trying to find a church that looks like Jesus.
In the pages ahead, I want us to honestly evaluate where Christianity currently stands in our society. In what ways have we tried to rewrite the script to fit our own image rather than His? Are we following Jesus and doing things His way, or are we trying to make Him follow us and do things our way? As we explore one of scriptures most beloved stories, we will discover that the Jesus Whom many are following today is not really the Jesus of the Bible. The authentic Biblical Jesus is not a hipster, and He does not look like us.
Jesus Isn’t A Hipster
I hope you have enjoyed this excerpt from my book, Jesus Isn’t A Hipster! Visit the link to grab your copy and to check out three more free eBooks—If I Were The Devil, The Great Controversy, and Let’s Set The Record Straight.
http://jesusisntahipster.calebpierce.org￼[image: ebook_ad_for_back_of_book.png]
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